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MENSWEAR COLOR FORECAST SPRING/SUMMER '88 


MENSWEAR...tonal harmonies set the mood for Spring/Summer ‘88. 
Neutrals are the major element for all categories of apparel-- 
washed mid-tones, the fashion leaders: blue and green casts 
dominate, darks gain in importance, softened brights are targeted 
for the contemporary markets and brights continue for traditional 
active sportswear and beachwear. Pale pastels are ongoing for 
topweights and look newest in updated "street" sweat gear: coral, 
red, blued greens-- the main accents, and a variety of khaki 
inspired colors remain strong for basics. 


SERENE NEUTRALS...basic range for topweights, bottomweights and 
outerwear: Sand, Khaki, Beige, Bone, Desert Tan, Silver Cement. 


WASHED MIDTONES...for the young contemporary market in sportswear 
and separates-- canvas, twill, poplin and sweater knits: Dusty 
Pine, Tree Bark, Sea Blue and the volume shades, Blush, Wine and 
Ginger accent colors. 


SUMMER DARKS...sophisticated hues for gabardine, poplin, and linen 
weaves...white is the pivotal color. Also important-- Navy, Coffee, 
White, Steel Blue, Lead, Berry. 


SOFT BRIGHTS...newest range for sportswear, separates, and contem- 
porary active wear...soft topweights, textured knits, traditional 
fleeces and summerweight poplins or accents for washed down denims: 
Coral Reef, Summer Sun, Surf, Green, Pale Lilac, Misty Blue. 


CLEAN BRIGHTS...for traditional sportswear and beachwear, active 
fleeces, lightweight knits; and outerwear cloths for contemporary 
separates: Sailing Blue, Turquoise, Fire Red, Curry, Leaf Green. 


CLEAR PASTELS...for topweights, sweat shirts and volume sportswear 


Separates when mixed with washed mid tones: Mint, Shell Pink, 
Buttercream, Haze Blue, Salmon Mousse. 
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MENSWEAR FOR FALL 


Casual and versatile, men's styles inherit a sense of elegance. In Fall ‘87, 
silhouettes remain ample, yet controlled by elastic waists, belts or darting. 
Fabrics are pure and luxe in suede, wool crepe and cashmere; colors muted, with 
sophisticated combinations of brown, black and dark neutrals. 


BASCO BY LANCE KARESH AND GENE PRESSMAN ties a butter-soft, kid suede smoking 
jacket at the waist and pairs it over plaid, double-pleated wool trousers all in 
pale neutral shades. ROBERT STOCK introduces an overplaid corduroy, (a printed 
plaid over thick and thin wales) in a wide leg pant, double-pleated and buckled at 
waist-- in teal, charcoal, burgundy and silver grey. PETIT & SHAW creates an 
unconstructed look in a wool crepe shirt jacket with extended, unpadded shoulders. 
A Y-shaped, herringbone collarless jacket by CARBONELL looks very sleek ina 
single-breasted wool blend. 


KNITWEAR...Either very ethnic in deep neutrals or fun and novel in kicky patterns 
and bright colors. ROBERT COMSTOCK pays homage to the American Indian with a 
realistic motif of a long-haired warrior in several shades of rich, brown suede on 
a deep grey ground. Arrows, canyons, crows and petroglyphs incorporate many of 
his prints. Primitive motifs from Equador influence TIJUCA BY LAURA PEARSON, 
where camels, tapestry, weapons and ceramic designs adorn handknits in neutrals, 
moss and maroon, wool or cotton. BILL DITFORT intersperses bright red or blue on 
neutral grounds for his African inspired patterns. 


For fun, BILL DITFORT introduces "The Official Charlie Brown Sweater", which 
Snoopy and Woodstock dominate, with colorful geometric placements. MARIENBAD 

uses a surreal approach with "groping hands" and crossword puzzle motifs. In 100% 
Shetland wool, CESARANI creates a shawl] neck cardigan with a blanket plaid on one 
Side, snowflake pattern on the other and different geometrics on each sleeve-- 
joined by wooden buttons in a striking mix of colors and patterns. 


MEN'S TRENDS FROM ITALY: 


The "Anglo-Saxon" look emerges for Fall/Winter with duffle and great coats, 
Spacious double-breasted sport jackets and suits, with softly padded, wider 
Shoulders-- slightly fitted at hips with lower button stances. Pants are soft 
and comfortable with belt loops and pleats; shirts almost always striped with 
long point collars. Sweaters in all weights and combinations of mohair and long- 
hair yarns for surface interest. 


COLORS... A spectrum of greys, from granite to charcoal, dominate with black as 
the base-- also with new combinations such as camel, beige, burnt brown, blue 
and white. Blues are dark, from inky to midnight. Monochromatic combinations 
remain low-key, such as dusty yellow to mustard yellow or tones of putty, mud 
and quartz. Red is the accent, from garnet and maroon to lavender. 


FABRICS... Softer with flannels, gabardines, Harris tweeds, camel hair, cashmere 
mixes and jersey-- blends of alpaca, mohair and vicuna. Prints are everywhere 
in spacious glenplaids, windowpanes, tartans and houndstooth; checks in large, 
small and micro. Stripes appear from pinstripe to very narrow. 


DRESSES FOR SUMMER '87 


Summer dresses take on the feminine silhouettes of Spring with subtle modifications; 
the difference lies in fabrication and detail. The great American shirtdress makes 
a sweeping return with long full skirts, while the body-dress and chemise have new 
twists. Petticoats remain prominent but toned down for day. Cotton and cotton 
blends lead the way, combined with rayon for that silky look. 


For the office: All in one piece, TABLE 8-AUSTRALIA designs an easy chemise coat 
dress, worn opened or closed with an attached "dress" beneath: in slate, ivory, 
Sage or dobby viscose. The "3-piece" version includes a self-buttoned vest in a 
contrasting stripe. JEANNE-MARC uses a firecraker print in red or teal rayon for 
a surplice dress with a wide shirring at waist. A mint-striped cotton shirtdress, 
with smocked hip and full skirt, is by KAREN ALEXANDER. STUDIO ONE shows a white 
rayon, cricket linen fly-front shirtdress with full Sweep skirt. 


Body dressing: Long, narrow and seductive, MICHAEL KORS creates a sleeveless 
boatneck dress in French cotton jersey: black, white or tomato. A black, cotton 
knit with white soutache hip yoke, cap sleeves and full skirt is by NON STOP. 
Reminiscent of Monroe, REGINA KRAVITZ uses a black and white “coin dot" print in 
a cotton halter dress with full ballerina length skirt. 


The petticoats: For a little of the frou-frou, EILEEN WEST creates a pink tea- 
rose print on black ground in a scoop tank dress with pink tulle sewn into the 
hem. BONNIE STRAUSS mates a scalloped eyelet underdress with a khaki Safari 
jacket. An Irish handkerchief linen button-down over a lawn Slip petticoat is 
by ST. SIMON. 


Animal prints pounce the market in a menagerie of skins. A bold-shouldered 
Shirtdress with full skirt comes from CLUES in a khaki, snakeskin print rayon 
faille. BARBARA BARBARA's rayon crepe, cheetah print is in a buckle front blouson 
with flounce skirt. A cap-sleeved, interlock cotton print dress in beige, mini 
leopard spots comes belted with a full skirt from MS. PAPARAZZI; a green Karung 
lizard print in a rayon challis shirtdress with full skirt, by MIRRORS II/KINETIC. 


T-SHIRT DRESSING FOR SUMMER/TRANSITION 
re er eed | BANDE LAIN: 


Comfortable, free-moving pieces that are made to throw on and go-- easy to wear, 
easy to sell. Cotton predominates, with some blends. Colors are tropical; 
patterns, whimsical. 


JENNIFER REED's cotton interlock tees in tanks, polos, or a cropped square neck 
in “Exotic Leaves" and "Fiesta Foliage" prints-- navy, emerald, ruby and white; 
cotton/ramie blends come in abstract designs with vegetable darks. GIL AIMBEZ 
follows a Picasso theme in all cotton cubic designs with sequined accents in 
orange, banana and white. CHAUS SPORT has an Indian Summer with Indian "penny" 
and "blanket" designs on fringed tees in cotton jersey. 


T-SHIRT DRESSING (Continued) 


SINTHIA SZATO FOR MARISA CHRISTINA takes white cotton interlock, with pink and 
aqua appliques of goldfish, butterflies or beach scenes-- clear sequins add 
sparkle. ENFIN splashes a blue duck onto a white cotton tee with gold feet and 
beak and a head topped with sequins. 


OUTLANDER's fun "kiss print" in red, yellow or black "lips" on white in an all 
cotton V-neck. An easy but elegant cotton knit dress has an elongated torso and 
woven skirt in pink and black. CATHY HARDWICK uses cotton interlock in horizon- 
tal stripes for a long, flared tunic; and a black tankdress with drop waist and 
three tiers of ruffles in the same black and cream stripe. 


Pe IRE TO KS TOA. IE SOIR Ke le Oe eee i Ieee: SIL Ie Re I IC I I Te BO COKE Ie Ie Ie 


"THREE WOMEN: MADELEINE VIONNET, CLAIRE McCARDELL, REI KAWAKUBO" 


The Fashion Institute of Technology exhibition, "Three Women," is an insightful 
study of fashion forward designers Vionnet, McCardell and Kawakubo-- all of whom 
realize their vision through construction and cut. 


Parisian couturiere Vionnet, designing in the 20's and 30's, eliminated corset- 
ing in favor of the clinging nymph-like bias-cut in soft fabrications. Her work 
heralded the modern silhouette and inspired the American designer, Claire McCardell. 


A visionary of the 40's & 50's, McCardell understood the American need for day 
into evening fashion. Using only "easy" fabrics, cotton and jersey, and her one 
mandatory detail, pockets-- she created sophisticated unconstructed sportswear 
that went "everywhere." 


By focusing her vision on the 2lst century, the Japanese designer Kawakubo, 
reinterprets and, in some cases, reinvents fashion for the 80's. Like her pre- 
decessors, emphasis is on cut. Leaning toward geometric shapes with unusual 
fabrications, she links the past and present to the ever evolving and exciting 
future. (FIT, 7th Ave. & 27th St., Tues. 10-9, Wed.-Sat. 10-5 PM. thru April 18) 
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